- PrinterSetup
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What is Printer Setup

Automates the setup of printer queues.
Designed to save systems administrators time.
Is in an early stage of development.

An open source system released under the
GNU GPL, allowing you to freely customize
the system so that it meets your requirements.
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Considerations for
Setting up Printers

Each workstation will probably require
multiple print queues.

Workstations may be moved from one location
to another.

Printers, print-queues and workstations
change.
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Possible Printer Setup
Methods on Mac OS X

A few options for the setup of print queues

o Manual Setup of Printers e Work Group Manager

o Setup Printers on Image e PrinterSetup

o Radmind e Build Your Own System
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Pros and Cons of
Solutions

e Manual Printers Setup

Con Pro

Setup can be tedious on a number of

X Flexible.
machines.

Changes can be extremely time consuming. Easy to Implement.



http://www.lucidsystems.org/lucidprintersetup.html
http://www.lucidsystems.org/lucidprintersetup.html
http://www.lucidsystems.org
http://www.lucidsystems.org
http://www.lucidsystems.org
http://www.lucidsystems.org
http://www.lucidsystems.org
http://www.lucidsystems.org

Pros and Cons of
Solutions

e Setup Printers on Image

Con Pro

Slow to implement changes. Flexible, easy to implement.

Multiple Images may complicate updates. Management is centralized.
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Pros and Cons of
Solutions

e Radmind

Con Pro

Similar workstations each require a
separate command file, even if the only Works quite well, and is flexible
difference is the printer configuration

Changes are able to be quickly deployed.
Machine probably just needs to be
rebooted.

Changing one printer may require extensive
changes to many load-sets
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Pros and Cons of
Solutions

o Work Group Manager

(@0)1] Pro

Using both the location and the user to

Easy to Deploy.
configure the printers is not possible. : gt

Currently PPD's are only supported via Changes can be quickly deployed
OpenDirectory (10.4 Server and 10.4 Client). (Modifications are applied at login).

Moving workstations between rooms Centralized Location for Print Queue
can be time consuming. Management.
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Pros and Cons of
Solutions

o PrinterSetup

Con Pro

Initial deployment is more complex than

Provides great flexibilit
other solutions 5 y

Project is in infancy, and this provides Changes can be quickly deployed
perhaps too much flexibility. (Modifications are applied immediately)
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Which Printer Setup
System to Use?

Will depend on your requirements and constraints.

o Time you have available to deploy solution.
o Time available to maintain the system.

o Importance of the systems flexibility.
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Why Some People
Like PrinterSetup

o Print queues are easily altered.

o Simple changes such as new PPD's, or a queue
name change are quickly and easily deployed.

e PrinterSetup is open source. You can configure
and change it as required.
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Why Some People
Don’t Like PrintSetup

o Requires you to use the terminal.

o Some people prefer to directly edit the cups
configuration files.

o Still under development (edges are rough).
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Think Big!

When deploying printers you need to keep the big
picture in mind. Invest time now to save time later.

o System images will change and you will have
to setup the printers again.

o Printers may move between rooms, or a bunch
of computers may need to be moved, this
means work.

o Being able to easily deal with change is
important!
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oystem Overview

<

. . — The 'PrinterLists' folder contains text files. Each

List of Printers| | text file contains zero or more printer names.

for a specified , These names must match the name of a
computer - 'PrinterSetupFile' or a 'PrinterSetupScript'

<

e The 'PrinterListScripts' folder contains scripts
Sub-System to which can build computer lists. This allows a
Build Printer | | , script to control which printers are setup, based

Lists upon who is logging into the system, or what time

|4 of day the login occurs.

Setup instructions for printers.

Sub-System There are examples available to get you started.
Containing
Printer Setup
Information

| Setup scripts for printers.
ﬁ ' U= There are examples available to get you started.
PrinterSetupScripts
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Component Execution Order

(1) (2) (3)

Pre Hook Build Printers Post Hook
Scripts Scripts

PrinterSetupLinks

The 'PrinterSetupLinks' folder
contains links to PSS and PSF.
For now these files have names such
as PSS-RoomName*
or PSF-RoomName*
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- PrinterSetup

- open-source printer setup system
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